Patterns of third molar impaction in a group of volunteers in Turkey.
The aim of this study was to investigate the different variables in mesio-vertically positioned impacted or erupted third molars in a group of volunteers in Turkey to determine the angular changes and levels of eruption radiographically using standardised panoramic radiographs. There were 213 volunteers with impacted and erupted third molars included in this study, most of whom were dental students. Standardised panoramic radiographs were taken from all the volunteers. The radiographic parameters included angulation of tooth, level of eruption, development of root, mesiodistal crown width, retromolar space, and gonial angle. Statistical analysis was done using the t-test for independent groups. It was found that the mesiodistal angulation of third molars was significantly greater while the retromolar space of third molars was significantly smaller in the impacted group (P<0.05). There was also a significant difference in retromolar space/third molar crown width ratio (P<0.05).